
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to the 
Foundation for Marine Animal Husbandry to provide emergency care and rehabilitation to stranded 
California sea lion pups.

SUBJECT

May 14, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD
(FOURTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $7,000 to the 
Foundation for Marine Animal Husbandry (FMAH) to provide emergency care and rehabilitation to 
stranded California sea lion pups.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Commission has determined that the grant request will promote the conservation and the 
propagation of fish and game, thus benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

At its meeting held on April 11, 2013, the Fish and Game Commission approved a grant request in 
the amount of $7,000 to FMAH, for the Marine Mammal Care Center at Fort MacArthur (MMCC/FM) 
to provide emergency care and rehabilitation to stranded California sea lion pups. The MMCC/FM is 
a rehabilitation hospital whose operational budget is provided by the FMAH.  The facility is one of the 
busiest rehabilitation centers in the country and typically treats between 300-500 patients each 
calendar year.  The staff and volunteers of MMCC/FM see a variety of species, primarily California 
sea lions and northern elephant seals.
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Since January 2013, the MMCC/FM has experienced increased numbers of stranded California sea 
lion pups, with an average intake of 50 animals from January-March in prior years; however, 2013 
has seen over 350 admits to date.  Diagnostic protocol dictates that as many of MMCC/FM patients 
as possible receive an initial diagnostic blood sample upon intake or at the first available opportunity, 
as well as, a follow up blood sample.  Additionally, antibiotic or deworming regimens are initiated for 
an average of 75% of the center’s caseload.  This grant will fund the diagnostic blood panels, blood-
drawing equipment and pharmaceuticals for the 700% increase in the patient caseload that the 
MMCC/FM is currently experiencing. 

Since 1952, the Commission continues to support activities and projects that promote the best 
methods for the propagation and protection of fish and game in the State of California and Los 
Angeles County. The FMAH supports this endeavor by promoting the propagation and protection of 
fish and wildlife.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goals
No. 1 & 3 (Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  In addition to advancing the 
propagation and protection of fish and wildlife by rehabilitating and releasing marine mammals that 
are stranded along the Southern California coastline due to injury or illness the MMCC/FM conducts 
non-invasive research and has a multi-faceted education program in conjunction with Los Angeles 
Unified School District (LAUSD).

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact on the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.  The Los Angeles Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty assessments collected relating to 
fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines levied 
for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
propagation, protection and restoration; supporting fish and wildlife projects; and furthering research 
and education in areas related to fish and wildlife.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and game, thus 
benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the State of California.
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JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:bf
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